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SUBJECT: INCIDENT INVOLVING U.S. TRAVEL AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES 

1. ON MARCH 15, 1977 MS. RUTH BUDIERI, U.S. CITIZEN 

AND NEW YORK REPRESENTATIVE OF AEROLINEAS ARGENTINAS 
VISITED THE CONSULAR SECTION TO REPORT THE FOLLOWING 
INCIDENT. SHE ASKED THAT WE NOT RPT NOT USE HER NAME IN DIS- 
CUSSION OF INCIDENT WITH GOA. 

2. ON MARCH 3, 1977, MS. BUDIERI ACCOMPANIED 17 U.S. 

AND 3 CANADIAN TRAVEL AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES TO 
ARGENTINA EROM THE UNITED STATES. THEY WERE TRAVELING 
IN RESPONSE TO AN INVITATION EXTENDED TO THEM BY 
AEROLINEAS ARGENTINAS AND THE ARGENTINE "DIRECCION 
NACIONAL DE TURISMO" TO PROMOTE THE ARGENTINE "PARANA 
RIVER CRUISE." THE GROUP WAS MET AT F.Z.EIZA AIRPORT 

BY REPRESENTATIVES OE AA AND THE TOURIST BOARD AND 
WERE EMBARKED ON A SPECIAL CHARTER BUS TO THEIR HOTEL. 

ON THE WAY TO THE HOTEL ABOUT MIDNIGHT THE BUS WAS STOPPED BY 
MILITARY FORCES WHO FORCED THE GROUP FROM THE BUS AT GUNPOINT. 
THEY WERE SPREAD-EAGLED AGAINST THE BUS, SEARCHED AND 
HAD THEIR DOCUMENTS CHECKED. 
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3. MS. BUDIERI PROTESTED GROUP'S TREATMENT TO OFEICER 
IN CHARGE (HE DECLINED TO GIVE HIS NAME). HE ACKNOW- 
LEDGED PROTEST AND THEN PROCEEDED TO LECTURE THE GROUP 
FOR APPROXIMATELY FIVE MINUTES REGARDING U.S. CUT IN 
MILITARY AID AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARGENTINA WHILE GRIN- 
NING TROOPS LOOKED ON. MS. BUDIERI FEELS THAT INCIDENT 
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WAS OBVIOUSLY STAGED. 

4. MS. BUDIERI HAS BROUGHT THE MATTER TO THE ATTENTION 
OF ARGENTINE TOURIST BOARD WHO PROMISED TO INVESTIGATE 
THE INCIDENT. SHE IS CONCERNED, HOWEVER, THAT HARRASS- 
MENT COULD REOCCUR IN FUTURE TOURS. SHE STATED THAT 
SHE WOULD ADVISE EMBASSY OF GROUP'S TRAVEL PLANS 
THROUGH DEPARTMENT. EMBASSY WILL MONITOR TRAVEL AND 
PROVIDE ASSISTANCE AS REQUIRED. 

5. WE HAVE ALREADY INFORMALLY PROTESTED THIS INCIDENT TO FONMINISTRY. 
THE ABSURDITY OF THIS ACTION IS HEIGHTENED BY FACT THAT 

AA'S PURPOSE IN ORGANIZING THE TRIP-AND AA AFTER ALL IS AN 
OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY-IS TO ATTRACT TOURISM TO ARGENTINA. 

HILL 
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